
By Lindsay Field
lfield@mdjonline.com

MARIETTA — Students at
Timber Ridge Elementary School
say their month-long reading
project was an inspiration for
classmates and faculty to put
their nose in a book.

Throughout March, students
and faculty at the east Cobb
school participated in the 
READioactive Reading Experi-
ment and have read for more
than 3,900 hours, or 236,640
minutes, in preparation for its
annual spring book fair event.

For every 15 to 30 minutes a
student or faculty member read, a
link was added to a long chain of
colorful strands that hang
throughout the halls, teachers
lounge and cafeteria. A total of
9,483 links drape the school.

“The Reading Experiment
inspired everybody at Timber
Ridge to read more,” said fifth-
grader Maddie Malcolm. “It was
exciting to come in every morn-
ing to see how long the chains
were.”

Her classmate, Ursula Cole,
said she enjoyed seeing the long,
colorful chains cover the school
and knowing that they helped
make them by their reading
efforts.

Fifth-grader Carlton Kell said
his favorite fun activity was one in
which Assistant Principal Adam
Hill was turned into a skeleton by

a scientist in the READioactive
Reading Laboratory.

All three students are in Ann
Yarbrough’s class, which read
the most of any fifth-grade class
at 12,210 minutes.

“(It) was one of the most
exciting events of the year,”
Yarbrough said. “Every adminis-
trator, faculty and staff member,
and student at Timber Ridge was
immersed in reading.”

She said parents spent count-
less hours tallying reading min-
utes and making the colorful

chains to hang throughout the
building.

“It was super exciting for
everyone,” she said.

Third-grade teacher Rhonda
Marbut, whose class read the
most for its grade level, 12,420
minutes, said she encouraged her
students daily to read and turn in
their reading strips.

“But the real encouragement
came between the students them-
selves,” she said. “They really
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Barr expected to announce run for Gingrey’s seat
By Jon Gillooly
jgillooly@mdjonline.com

SMYRNA — Former
U.S. Rep. Bob Barr issued
a press release announcing
he will make “a major
political announcement”
this morning at Adventure
Outdoors, the sporting
goods store and firearms
retailer. 

Political operatives say

Barr will
announce
he’s run-
ning for
the seat
held by
U.S. Rep.
Phil Gin-
grey (R-
Marietta),

given that Gingrey
announced Wednesday he
was running for the seat

held by U.S. Sen. Saxby
Chambliss (R-Moultrie)
when the senator retires
next year. 

Georgia GOP Chair-
woman Sue Everhart said
Barr has represented the
area before, when he
served in the U.S. House
as Georgia’s 7th district
representative from 1995
to 2003.

“He’s got a lot of good

people in there who are
going to be running for it
besides him, but he’s a
scrapper, and he’s run
before, and I think he’s
got as good a chance as
anybody has, because I
don’t think anybody will
hold it against him for the
Libertarian part. But, I
think he will have to
answer a few questions,”
Everhart said. 

Everhart is referring to
Barr’s 2008 candidacy for
president as a Libertarian. 

The GOP chairwoman
recounted a conversation
she recently had about
Barr at the county conven-
tion with someone she
respects highly. 

“That person said, ‘I
want to tell you what, Bob
Barr always told me when
I asked him a question the

truth or the truth as well as
it could be. And he never
forgot who brung him to
the dance, that he was very
loyal to his supporters, and
when he got in Washing-
ton, he didn’t go along to
get along. So my family is
going to be voting for Bob
Barr if he runs,’” Everhart
said. 

Stormwater project passes milestone
By Bridgette Bonner
bbonner@mdjonline.com

POWDER SPRINGS —
City officials are almost
halfway finished with stormwa-
ter projects that taxpayers began
funding last year. 

City Manager Brad Hulsey
said the public works depart-
ment expects inspections of
affected areas to take between
18 and 24 months, which is
longer than the original esti-
mate. While conducting inspec-
tions, city officials have

encountered difficulty moving
brush, Hulsey said. 

Inspections
are a never-
ending process,
as each project
must be rein-
spected, Hulsey
said.

Taxpayers
began funding
$312,000 of the
$459,371 effort

in November with a stormwater
fee listed on their property tax
bills. Each household pays

approximately $36 per year,
Hulsey said. 

The tax funds one salary out
of five people who work on
stormwater projects, as well as
inspections and repairs. 

There is no set timeline for
completing the remaining half
of the projects, Hulsey said. 

The public works department
will give a presentation outlin-
ing the completed projects and
the work that still needs to be
done during the regular city
council meeting Monday at 7
p.m. 

By Megan Thornton
mthornton@mdjonline.com

A Woodstock man is fac-
ing a laundry list of charges
in connection with a road
rage incident after police say
he followed two women to a
cul-de-sac off Toonigh Road
and shot at their 1998 Ford
pickup truck Tuesday night. 

Police said Richard Wilt,
42, of Woodstock, was dri-
ving a black Lexus and fired
a gun at the 20-year-old
women, who had parked their

white pick-
up truck in a
cul-de-sac. 

The vic-
tims were
not injured,
and the
round
appears to
have missed

their truck, said Lt. Jay
Baker, spokesman with the
Cherokee Sheriff’s Office on
Wednesday in a news release.

Police: Enraged driver
tailed, shot at women

Richard Wilt

See Driver, Page 6B
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From left, newly named Kennesaw State University foot-
ball coach Brian Bohannon jokes about how his life has
slowed down just a tiny bit since Sunday as he meets
attorney Douglas Dillard of Weissman Nowack Curry and
Wilco P.C., and Michael Paris, president and CEO of the
Council for Quality Growth, on Wednesday morning.
Bohannon was the guest speaker during Wednesday’s
meeting of the Council for Quality Growth.

Kennesaw City Councilman Bruce Jenkins, right,
requests an autograph from Bohannon.

New KSU coach to
weigh character in
football recruiting
By Bridgette Bonner
bbonner@mdjonline.com

MARIETTA — Kenne-
saw State University’s new
football coach is just as inter-
ested in the academic stand-
ing and character of his
future recruiting classes as he
is in their athletic abilities. 

Coach Brian Bohannon
told the Council for Quality
Growth on Wednesday that
60 percent of Kennesaw
State’s student athletes have
a grade point average of 3.0
or higher, and that’s the qual-
ity of athlete he’s seeking.
He added that there’s room
to make an impact on ath-
letes who aren’t at that level,
but have the potential to get
there, too. 

Athletic Director Vaughn
Williams said Bohannon fits
the Owls persona. 

“His character, integrity
and desire to be in the com-
munity make him an Owl,”
Williams said. 

Bohannon discovered his
passion for KSU when he
attended an Owls basketball
game against Mercer Univer-
sity a few years back. 

“There’s something spe-
cial about this place,” he
said. “There’s an unbeliev-
able feeling of school spirit. I
had to get my resume in the
right hands that night, and
the more I found out about
KSU, the more excited I
got.”

Kennesaw is already a
great university, Bohannon
said, but now everyone will
see that through football. 

“We want to, and are
going to, win, but football
can bring attention to Kenne-
saw developing great mem-
bers of the community,”
Bohannon said. “I’m looking
for young men who treat
their mothers right. And
leaders who can run the lock-
er room.”

See Coach, Page 6B
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From left, Timber Ridge Elementary School media specialist Kathie Parks, READioactive Reading
Experiment co-chair Cecile Della Bernarda, Principal Dr. Tracie Doe and co-chair Jen Dengler
stand among some of the chain links, that represent 30 minutes of reading completed by students
and faculty. Each color represents a different grade. The school has been participating in the event
for the month of March and has read a total of 3,900 hours.

Timber Ridge students turn READioactive

Paper chain links decorate Timber Ridge Elementary School
in east Cobb as students and faculty participate in the REA-
Dioactive Reading Experiment.

See Chain, Page 6B


