
Jack Kingston of Savannah
are considering the race, as
well.

Rep. John Barrow,
meanwhile, could give
Democrats their strongest
opportunity for a pick-up
as the party tries to main-
tain its Senate majority in
2014, but the Augusta con-
gressman hasn’t tipped his
hand. Whoever their candi-
date is, Democrats are
banking on a free-for-all
among Republicans. “The
possibility of primary, and
a messy one at that, is now
real,” said Justin Barasky,
spokesman at the Democ-
ratic Senatorial Campaign
Committee in Washington.

Gingrey didn’t mention
Broun in his remarks,
instead taking the safe
route by framing his candi-
dacy with customary
Republican orthodoxy.

He promised to trim the
federal debt, repeal Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s
health care overhaul, fight
a citizenship path for ille-

gal immigrants and contin-
ue his opposition to abor-
tion rights. He called
Obama and Senate Majori-
ty Leader Harry Reid of
Nevada “opportunity
thieves” guilty of “incom-
petence and inaction.”

But Gingrey offered no
specifics on closing the
government’s annual oper-
ating deficit. He called for
“entitlement reform,” but
did not specifically men-
tion Social Security,
Medicare or Medicaid, the
U.S. government’s three
largest safety net programs
that together account for
more than 60 percent of
federal spending.

He called for “expand-
ing the base” of tax rev-
enues. In GOP parlance,
that reference is usually
linked to some kind of
national consumption tax
or income tax changes,
such as rolling back the
Earned Income Tax Credit,

that would make more
American households pay
federal income tax, in
addition to whatever Social
Security and Medicare
payroll taxes they might
pay. Yet Gingrey quickly
added his opposition to
raising taxes on any Amer-
ican.

Gingrey was elected in
2002 to represent parts of
suburban Atlanta and
northwest Georgia. He
served previously as a state
legislator and local school
board member.

The Georgia Senate
race could highlight the
ongoing Republican strug-
gle between anti-establish-
ment, tea party conserva-
tives and the old-guard
GOP more identified with
the chamber of commerce
crowd.

The difficult balance of
courting voters across that
spectrum is already on dis-
play.

came together as a class,
encouraging and cheering
on each other to read, read,
read!”

Other grade-level win-
ners were pre-K teacher
Debra Meadows, whose
class read 525 minutes;
Kindergarten, Lisa
O’Driscoll, 6,705 minutes;
first grade, Melinda Butler,
7,485 minutes; second
grade, Katie Lewis, 13,410
minutes and fourth grade,
Mitzi Langdon, 13,380
minutes.

Who got the ball rolling
on READioactive?
The READioactive

Reading Experiment was
the brainchild of the
school’s book fair co-
chairs, Jen Dengler and
Cecile Della Bernardo.

The Timber Ridge par-
ents wanted to fire up chil-
dren about reading and
thought that could best be
accomplished by visually
showing them how much
their classmates and teach-
ing were reading.

“We knew that if we
tried to string it through the
school and the kids could
see that they were a part of
it, they would get excited
about reading,” Bernardo
said.

And, boy, did it work
out in their favor.

“It turned out so much
better than we thought it
would,” Dengler said. “We
really had no idea how
much participation we
would get.”

Spreading the word
Word of the event even

spread to other elementary

schools.
“Media specialists and

parents contacted us from
neighboring schools to see
what we had done so they
could carry the idea over to
their school,” Dengler said.

Timber Ridge librarian
Katherine Parks said the
event was a testament to
reading and the excitement
a movement like this could
create for students.

“The whole concept is
kind of like a pebble that
creates ripples that go on
and on,” she said.

Each grade level, pre-K
through fifth grade and fac-
ulty, was designated a
color, and students in pre-K
through first grade received
a chain link for every 15
minutes of reading and sec-
ond- through fifth-graders
and faculty members
received a link for every 30
minutes of reading.

“My son, who isn’t a
huge reader, every day
when he would finish his
homework, he would want
to read and fill out the
slips,” Dengler said. “I
think for him it taught him
that reading doesn’t have to
be a chore or homework
assignment.”

Every other day, Den-
gler and Bernardo would
gather the links, attach
them and hang the strands
of chains throughout the
hallways, as well as update
the principal on which
classes were in the lead.

“That way the children
knew where they stood, and
it became a fun competition
for them,” Bernardo said.

In the 15-minute cate-
gory, first graders won by
reading 28,530 minutes
and in the 30-minute cate-
gory, third grade won by
reading for a total of
45,000 minutes.

Names of others said to
be seriously considering
the race to replace Gingrey
in the U.S. House are Tri-
cia Pridemore, executive
director of the Governor’s
Office of Workforce
Development; Majority
Whip and state Rep. Ed
Lindsey (R-Atlanta) and
state Sen. Barry Louder-
milk (R-Cassville). 

“I really couldn’t pick a
frontrunner on that, but I
will say that out of the
group, any of them would
be able to do a good job,
but they’re going to have
to really work in this pri-
mary, they really are,”
Everhart said. 
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Recruiting will begin
April 15, and the first
recruiting class will report
in February 2014. 

“If I can get these
young men on campus to
feel what I felt when I
went to that basketball
game, that’s it,” Bohannon
said. He said recruiting
would take care of itself

with a packed stadium and
a campus full of tailgaters.

April 1 kicks off the
better intent program — an
early effort to sell season
tickets. The season tickets
are for three years. Vaughn
said the majority of the sta-
dium would be dedicated
to students, since they
voted for the program and
supported it, but that sea-
son tickets will be avail-
able for non-students. 

“It takes a village to
build a business,”

Williams said. “It will be a
total effort from our
friends. I envision a black
and gold Saturday in Cobb
County.”

Wednesday was the
first stop on a booked cal-
endar for Bohannon and
Williams. They plan to
make the rounds in the
Cobb business community
in an effort to build enthu-
siasm for the football pro-
gram, season tickets, suite
availability and stadium
growth, Bohannon said.
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Baker said Wilt began
to pursue the victims after
they passed him on the
road. 

“Out of fear the victims
called a friend, advised
him of the situation and
asked if he would meet
them on Apple Orchard
Lane,” Baker said. “Wilt
followed the girls to Apple
Orchard Lane, and all par-
ties stopped their vehicles
in the cul-de-sac. Wilt then
reportedly pointed a
firearm at the victim’s
vehicle and fired one
round. Witnesses stated
Wilt attempted to fire
more rounds but his gun
malfunctioned.”

After a call was made
to 911, deputies spotted
the car on Toonigh Road
and stopped the man near-
by on Billings Road
around 9:50 p.m.

“After interviewing the
suspect, victims and wit-
nesses, deputies deter-
mined that the suspect …
was driving recklessly on
East Cherokee Drive,”
Baker said. 

Baker said Wilt then
attempted to flee the area
but was quickly taken into
custody by deputies.

Investigators located one
spent shell casing and two
unfired rounds of .45-cal-
iber ammunition in the cul-
de-sac, Baker said. He said
a .45-caliber handgun was
found in Wilt’s vehicle.

When deputies asked
Wilt if he knew why he
was being pulled over, he
replied that he had road
rage and had fired one
round from his gun,
according to the police
report.

Wilt has been charged
with aggravated assault,
terroristic threats, posses-
sion of a firearm during
the commission of a crime,
discharging a firearm
while intoxicated, DUI,
possession of a Schedule II
drug, possession of mari-
juana less than one ounce
and open container, Baker
said.

Wilt remains in custody
at the Cherokee Adult
Detention Center on a
$60,446 bond.
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