
In an age when the entire globe has 
been mapped to the square inch 
and the cumulative knowledge of all 
mankind is available at the click of a 
button, Earth’s forests harbor life’s 
greatest remaining mysteries: wild 
species yet to be discovered, healing 
medicines yet to be extracted, beauti-
ful flowers yet to be imagined. 

And though untold acres of our for-
ests have been lost, they’re not gone 
forever. We have the ability to bring 
them back.  

A person can plant one tree. 
Together, we can Plant a 
Billion Trees.

Plant A Billion Trees
Longleaf Pine: Restoring the South’s Iconic Forest

Longleaf pine forest at Moody Forest Natural Area near Baxley, Georgia. Moody  
Forest is managed by The Nature Conservancy. © Rich Reid for TNC

Historic range of longleaf pine © Sara Gottlieb/TNC

A Global Solution 
The Plant a Billion Trees program was launched 
by The Nature Conservancy in 2008 to address 
the urgent issue of deforestation in Brazil’s 
Atlantic rainforest. Though just a fraction of the 
size of the more well-known Amazon rainforest, 
the Atlantic rainforest is a global conservation 
priority harboring an incredible array of life. To 
date, the program has raised funds to plant nearly 
14 million trees.

Our success in Brazil has led the Conservancy to 
identify other threatened landscapes to be includ-
ed in an expanded Plant a Billion Trees program 

—Inner Mongolia, China’s Yunnan and Sichuan 
provinces, and priority systems in the United 
States, including the majestic longleaf pine forests 
of the southeast. 

Forests sustain life on Earth. They provide shelter for people and animals, create the  
air we breathe and are essential to maintaining the clean water we need to survive.



The Conservancy’s longleaf pine conservation

group has already identified numerous potential

replanting sites, meaning the project is

shovel-ready with the capacity to plant

millions of trees within a year of launch. 

Healthy Growth: Expansion of Longleaf Pine Restoration 
America’s great longleaf pine forests once rolled like a dark green tide 
across 92 million acres of the southeast. Our nation was built with—and 
built upon—longleaf pine; it fueled our Revolutionary-era growth and 
served as the foundation of an enormous ecosystem that still supports a 
diversity of life rivaled only by landscapes found in the tropics.  

Today, less than 4.4 million acres of longleaf pine exist—a scant 5 percent 
of its historic range—making it one of the most endangered ecosystems 
in North America. But what remains is ripe for restoration. 

With over 100,000 acres, the Conservancy is the largest private 
landowner of remaining longleaf forests. Spanning nine states from 
Virginia south to Florida and west to Texas and encompassing 17 
locally based implementation teams, the Conservancy’s longleaf pine 
conservation group has already identified numerous potential replanting 
sites, meaning the project is shovel-ready with the capacity to plant 
millions of trees within a year of launch. 

A Full Toolbox 
Effective, meaningful forest conservation requires more than just tree 
planting; it requires a holistic approach that considers and addresses 
the overall health of the entire system. Such a whole systems approach 
includes the removal of invasive plants, the restoration of a natural fire 
regime and the reintroduction of cornerstone plants and animals. It 
also requires investing time and resources into building partnerships, 
engaging the landowning and business communities and establishing 
long-term stewardship programs. 

The Conservancy has spent decades working with communities and 
stakeholders across the entire longleaf pine range, and more than 
600,000 acres have been prioritized for restoration across the historic 
range. We have extensive staff in place and have built relationships with 
public and private partners, making longleaf pine a turnkey Plant a 
Billion Trees project, one that would restore a quintessentially American 
ecosystem to its natural glory.
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The Nature Conservancy is a leading conservation organization working around the world to 
protect ecologically important lands and waters for nature and people. www.nature.org

David Bass and daughter Sydney participate  
in the 2013 UPS Columbus tree planting. © TNC; 
Seedling before planting © Alison McGee/TNC


